KEY POINTS: Chapter 25

Essential Question: How did the Latin American colonies go about gaining independence?
Identify:


Augustin de Iturbide – Conservative Creole officer in Mexican army; signed agreement w/ rebel forces and enter Mexico City 1821; proclaimed emperor of Mexico until its collapse in 1824



Caudillos – independent leaders who dominated local areas by force in defiance of national policies; sometimes seized national gov’ts to impose their concept of rule; typical throughout newly independent countries of Latin America

Centralists – wished to create strong, centralized nation gov’ts w/ broad powers; supported by conservatives

Dom Pedro I – aided in declaration of independence from Portugal 1822; constitutional emperor of Brazil

Federalists – wanted policies, esp. fiscal and commercial regulation, to be set by gov’t; supported by liberals

Guano – bird droppings used as fertilizer; major Peruvian export 1850-1880; income = end to Indian tribute and abolition of slavery

Jose de San Martin – Leader of independence movement in Rio de la Plata; led to independence of United Provinces of Rio de la Plata by 1816;  later led independence movement in Chile and Peru 

Miguel de Hidalgo – Mexican priest who est. independence movement among Indians and mestizos in 1810


Monroe Doctrine – American declaration 1823; est. that any European attempt to colonize in Americas = unfriendly act to U.S.; supported Great Britain as means of opening Latin American trade

Simon Bolivar – Creole military officer; 1817-1822 military success ( creation of independent state Gran Colombia

What 4 major areas of the world were not fully imperialized by the West in the 19th century?  Russia, M.E., east Asia, Latin Am

What political movement formed the basis of Latin American political culture?  The Enlightenment

How had European industrialization affected Latin America?  Placed new nation is weak or dependent position

From Colonies to Nations

What 4 events had an impact on the political thought in Latin America?  

American Revolution 1776-1783, French Revolution 1789, great slave rebellion in St. Domingue 1792 under Toussaint L’Overture, no legitimate ruler in Spain

Where was the only successful slave rebellion led/by who/ when?  St. Domingue; Toussaint L’Overture; 1791; created Haiti 1804

Describe how Mexico gained independence/ when?  

Weak Spanish king and gov’t after 1820 so Iturbide compromise w/ rebel army and occupied Mexico City in September 1821, then proclaimed emperor of Mexico 

What type of government was established in Mexico?  Monarchy then after collapse in 1824 became a republic

What was Gran Columbia?  United country of Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador until 1830

Describe how South America gained independence/when?  

Movement under San Martin; 1816 independence of United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata declared even though countries far from united; victorious battles; independence in 1825

Why were creoles sometimes reluctant to support independence movements?  Very conservative, not attracted to movements

What type of government was est. in the independent South American nations?  Independent republics w/ representative gov’ts

Why were earlier (1788/1789) independence movements in Brazil unsuccessful?  Wealthy traders unwilling to risk pol change

Describe how Brazil gained independence/when?  

Napoleon mess up Portugal, king moves to Brazil, Brazil = seat of empire, Napoleon defeated = king go back, prince don’t want to go back so declared independence in 1822

What type of government was established in Brazil?  Monarchy

New Nations Confront Old and New Problems

What issue was the most divisive for the new independent leaders?  Freedom of religion and position of the Church

Why were practices like Indian tribute and taxes on mulattos not ended quickly?  New nations still needed revenue from that

How did early leaders exclude the lower classes from political participation?  

Hadn’t demonstrated clear preference for new regimes and had sometimes fought in royalist armies mobilized by traditional loyalties and regional interests

Why were the masses suspicious of new leaders?  From old colonial aristocracy but joined by commercial & urban middle class

What two areas remained under Spanish control in the 19th century?  Cuba and Puerto Rico

What happened to the new nations in Central America in the 1830’s?  

broke away from Mexican monarchy and form union but dissolved in 1838 b/c regional antagonisms and resentment of Guatemala

Why weren’t the South American nations able to stay united?  Regional rivalries, Bolivar’s standing declined, fear of neighbors

Why did caudillos rise to power?  B/c mobilization of large armies whose loyalty to regional commanders based on personality

What was involved in the debate between centralists and federalists?  Type of republic, centralized or not? 

What political problems hampered the former Latin American colonies in the late 19th century?  Changes in gov’t, political parties, instability, new constitutions

Latin American Economies and World Markets 1820-1870

What European nation became the dominant economic force in Latin America during the 19th century?  Great Britain

Why did Latin America become dependent on foreign markets?  Protection, manufactured goods

Why had the Latin American economy recovered after the 1820-1850 stagnation?  

European expanded economy = more demand for Latin American products

Why did conservatives and the peasantry (low class) end up allied?  

Wanted to keep old colonial ways and protect them from reforms of liberals
Describe the characteristics of the economic expansion that took place in Latin America after 1850.  

Application of science to industry to make copper and rubber, higher demand for Latin American products, expansion of exports 

Describe what the political leaders of post-1850 Latin America were like.  

Firm believers in progress, education, and free competition; sometimes distrust the people, seemed to him that they were like barbarians

By 1824, what type of government was established in Mexico?  Republic 

What problems plagued Mexico?  Maldistribution of land, status of Indians, problems of education, vast #s of poor people

What territories did Mexico lose in the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo that ended the Mexican American War?
½ of national territory and 5% of the national population

What was the political situation in Mexico like by 1880?  Strong central government and some political stability, economic growth

Describe what economic policy reforms were made in Argentina.  Expanded exports, agricultural expansion

What new crop in Brazil helped to transform the export economy?  Coffee 

When did Brazil finally abolish slavery?  1888

Why did so many immigrants come to Brazil in the late 19th century?  Attracted by gov’t immigration schemes

Societies in Search of Themselves

What forms of cultural expression emerged in Latin America after independence?  

Romanticism, music, paintings, theater, science, novels, poems, realism, 

Describe how the independence movements affected women’s rights.  

No change in predominant attitudes toward women’s proper role as homemaker, mother, and wife; unmarried women under 25 under authority of father; when married had to ask husband for certain things like permission to work, women educate children ( 1st girls’ school Mexico 1869, access to advanced education b/c demand for teachers

Although the society de castas was legally ended, what was characteristic about race/ethnicity in most of 19th century Latin America?  Skin color and former slave status created barriers to advancement

The Great Boom 1880-1920

What was the nature of the economy in Latin America?  

Led by exports; bananas and coffee = Central America, rubber and coffee = Brazil; henequen, copper, and silver = Mexico; wool, wheat, and beef = Argentina, copper = Chile; strong demand & good prices = high profits

What were the disadvantages to an export based economy in Latin America?  

World market prices of Latin Am goods determined by conditions outside region; result in rivalry, hostility, or war between neighboring countries

How did foreign investment affect Latin America?  

Provided needed capital and services but tended to place key industries, transportation facilities, and services in foreign hands; constrained gov’ts in social, commercial, and diplomatic policies

Describe what the economy of Mexico was like.  

Rapidly growing; expansion at expense of peasants and Indians communal lands created an unstable situation ( strikes etc.

Describe what the economy of Argentina was like.  Rapidly expanding; technological changes kept items fresh, wealthy

What territories were the focus of the Spanish-American War?  Cuba and Puerto Rico

Why did the United States become interested in Latin American affairs by the early 20th century?

Demand for Latin American products; wanted to build a canal that would shorten length from Atlantic to Pacific Oceans (Panama Canal)

